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On December 18, 2019, Councillor Gina Brown, Chair of the Finance and Administration
Committee presented Council’s 2020 operating and capital budget.

IN THIS ISSUE

COUNCIL BRINGS DOWN $18.6 MILLION OPERATIONAL BUDGET
Council’s operating budget for 2020 has 
matching revenues and expenditures in the 
amount of $18,633,850. Council will see a 
significant increase in costs arising from 
debt servicing and operating expenses 
associated with the new Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and escalating hydro 
costs. More than half of the additional 
expenses next year are directly associated 
with the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
Town's share of this $30M investment is 
$10M, which will be financed over 25 years 
at an annual cost of $600,000. With an 
additional$200,000 in annual operating 
expense, the total cost for 2020 is 
estimated to be$800,000. 

A status quo budget would have resulted in a 
$330,000 operating deficit for the coming 
year and a $1.4 million deficit in 2021.

During the budget process, Council took 
several steps to mitigate increasing 
expenses, including energy reductions, 
staffing level and benefits adjustments, a 
reduction in grants and contributions, and 
the decision to increase capital-out-of-

revenue purchases to approximately $1
million, up from $82,800 in 2019, to save
on interest.

During the budget presentation, Councillor
Brown announced Council's intention to
proceed with an organizational review.
With the guidance and assistance of an
independent consultant, Council will
conduct an in-depth review of each service
provided, the resources required to offer
each service, and determine how each can
be improved or made more efficient.

Unfortunately, Council was unable to
achieve budget objectives by further cuts
without impacting core services and as a
result, will require tax and fee increases of
5%. 

The residential property mil rate will
increase from 6.95 to 7.3 and the water
and sewer levy will increase from $430 to
$450. The commercial/business property
mil rate will increase from 6.8 to 7.15 and
commercial water tax will be based on a
mil rate of 7.15.
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Multiplex and Soccer/Track Facilities
Council has reevaluated its approach to the new multiplex
and soccer/track and field facilities and will be applying for
funding to complete the work in two phases. The first will
be the completion of all site work and the development of
a regulation sized artificial turf soccer field with a
surrounding 400m, eight-lane running track. Council will be
allocating $2.5M for the first phase of this investment.

Steele Community Centre Upgrades
The Town will overhaul the ice making system, lighting,
mechanical, and control systems. Working with Honeywell
Canada, the Town applied for financial assistance in the
amount of $2.38M from the Climate Change Challenge
Fund and expects to invest $635,000.

Other improvements include the installation of a new
wireless network and furniture upgrades for the cafeteria.

Cooper Boulevard Traffic Plan
In 2019, Council budgeted a corridor-wide transportation
plan for Cooper Boulevard. The plan considers present and
anticipated demands to determine functional requirements
over the next 10 years. The study encompassed Cooper
Boulevard from the Trans-Canada Highway to Magee Road,
as well as adjacent developable lands. This year, Council
budgeted $600,000 to implement the anticipated
recommendations from the report.

Capital Roads Program

2020 CAPITAL PROJECTS

Raynham Avenue, Corrigan Street to Cooper Boulevard

Bennett Drive, Airport Boulevard to Shopper’s Drug Mart

Airport Boulevard, Bennett Drive to Armstrong Boulevard 

Cooper Boulevard, Memorial Drive to Airport Boulevard

Airport Boulevard, McCurdy Drive to Memorial Drive

Intersection of Airport Boulevard and Elizabeth Drive

Alcock Crescent

Medcalf Street

Corrigan Street, Byrd Avenue to Johnson Crescent

Brock Crescent 

The 2020 Roads Program will invest $5,076,000 to complete
road, curb and sidewalk, and water and sewer projects on the
following streets:

Fore more details, visit www.gandercanada.com/yearlybudget
or contact the Engineering Department at 651-5915.

dump truck with salt insert
ozone generator rebuild
communications upgrade at Water Treatment Plant
replacement of Public Works Depot overhead furnace
industrial park lift station rebuild
replacement of groomer
replacement of emergency exit doors at Steele Community
Centre
enclosed trailer
stage panels

Other Capital Expenditures

Expenditure by Department

Expenditure by Type

Sources of Revenue

MORE INFORMATION
To view complete budget documents, including the schedule
of rates and fees for 2020, please visit:

www.gandercanada.com/yearlybudget



Senior's Boccia
Every Tuesday, beginning on January 21st
Taking place at the Steele Community Centre Sports Hall of
Fame every Tuesday, from 10 to 11 a.m. If you are interested
in participating in these sessions or would like more
information, please contact Jerry Knee at 651- 5927.

Seniors Wellness Sessions
Dates to be determined
If you are interested in participating in these sessions or
would like more information, please contact Jerry Knee at
651-5927.

Seniors Curling
Every Thursday beginning on January 16th
If you are interested in participating in these sessions or
would like more information, please contact Jerry Knee at
651-5927.

SnoBreak
February 20th-22nd
Join us for some winter fun! There will be lots of family
activities for all ages. For more information visit
www.gandercanada.com.

Snowfari
February 21st-23rd
Newfoundland’s biggest winter bash! It will be a fun
weekend with great snowmobiling, super prizes, and live
entertainment. For more information, please call 256-3931.

Silver Jets Ice Show
April 13th
The Silver Jets annual end of season show will take place at
the Steele Community Centre. For more information,
please contact the Recreation and Community Services
Department at 651-5927.

Event Information
The Recreation and Community Services Department
advertise upcoming events on their Facebook page. They
are inviting everyone to “like” their page and participate in
their contests held throughout the year. If you are
organizing an event and would like it advertised on their
Facebook page, www.gandercanada.com, or the event TV
at the Steele Community Centre, please send the
information to ksceviour@gandercanada.com.

STAY ACTIVE THIS WINTER
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OUTDOOR RINK

Helmets are required.
Rink is unsupervised. Use at own risk.
Please be respectful to all users.
No slap shots during shinny.
Skating in a manner that endangers or interferes with
another skater's safety is prohibited.
No pets allowed.

The outdoor rink will be opening January 17th, weather
depending.

The rink will be located at the same area as last year, field
B at the ball field complex. The hours of operation will be
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, with lights turning on at 4:30 p.m.

This is a volunteer rink. Users are asked to pitch-in and
clear the ice with the shovel provided before and/or after
your skate.

Please call the Recreation and Community Services
Department at 651-5927 for more information.

HELP GANDER FIRE RESCUE
HELP YOU

If you have a concern about snow covering the fire
hydrant on your lawn, Gander Fire Rescue is asking you to
help keep the 3 ft surrounding the hydrant clear from
snow and ice. The Town of Gander does have a hydrant
clearing program, but it takes time after a snow storm to
clear all hydrants in the community. 

The Town of Gander and Gander Fire Rescue appreciate
your cooperation. 



@townofgander

STAY INFORMED..

A portion of the ATV/snowmobile trail running between
the t-railway and the Trans-Canada Highway, in the
vicinity of Gander Collegiate and the College of the North
Atlantic, has been re-routed around the construction site
of the new Long Term Care Facility. Riders should be
aware and follow detour signs that have been placed.

ATV/SNOWMOBILE TRAIL

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
January 15
February 5
February 26
March 18
April 8
April 29
May 20
June 10
July 2

July 22
August 12
September 2
September 23
October 14
November 4
November 25
December 16

All Council Meetings are aired live on Rogers TV. Residents
can also follow the Town of Gander's twitter page for live
updates during the meetings.

In Newfoundland, the minimum standards for new
construction, additions, and alterations to existing
buildings are set out in the National Building Code. The
Engineering Department of the Town of Gander enforces
the Building Code by reviewing plans and specifications,
issuing permits, and performing inspections through the
various stages of construction. Prior to the start of any
construction or renovation project, including
modifications to existing driveways and the placement of
signs around town, residents and/or contractors must first
obtain a building permit from the Town of Gander. 

A building permit is formal permission from the Town of
Gander to begin construction, renovation, or demolition
on your property and is necessary to ensure that
provincial laws, zoning requirements, and fire and
structural safety standards are met. Obtaining a building
permit protects both the owner’s interests and those of
the community. Failure to obtain the proper building
permits can result in costly construction delays, legal
action, and/or the removal of work already completed. It
can also prevent the sale of the property in the future or
affect insurance coverage. 

The Town of Gander is here to provide the necessary
support to anyone wishing to build or renovate within the
town. Questions or concerns regarding Town of Gander
building permit requirements should be directed to the
Engineering Department at permits@gandercanada.com
or 651-5954.
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Visit our website at  www.gandercanada.com for bylaws,
regulations, Council minutes, public notices and more. 

Sign up for Town Alerts and notifications at 
www.gandercanada.com/alerts
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WASTE TRANSFER STATION DATES
Residents are encouraged to use the facility on McCurdy
Drive for all household debris and surplus items that
cannot otherwise be reused, re-purposed or recycled.

Visit www.gandercanada.com/wtsrates for transfer station
drop-off fees.

The Waste Transfer Station will be open on the following
days in 2020:

January 11
March 14
April 11
April 25
May 30
June 13

July 11
August 8
September 12
October 10
November 14
December 12

PLACING SNOW ON
SIDEWALKS/STREETS

Residents are reminded that it is illegal to throw, sweep, 
shovel, or place snow or ice from any private property 
upon any town street or sidewalk. This includes depositing 
snow or ice in such a manner that it obstructs fire 
hydrants. This activity creates hazardous conditions for 
both the general public and Town staff. This issue has 
become more prevalent over recent years and 
enforcement of this regulation will increase.

The fines for depositing snow on sidewalks and streets are 
a minimum of $39.00 and maximum of $65.00.

BUILDING PERMITS




