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The residential property mil rate will increase 
from 6.77 mils to 6.95 mils while the water 
and sewer levy will increase from $410 to 
$430. 

The commercial property mil rate will 
increase from 6.46 mils to 6.80 mils. 
Commercial water tax will also be based on 
a mil rate of 6.80 mils.

In 2019 payroll costs are expected to 
account for 49.9%, supplies and services, 
22.6%; debt charges, 13.5%; gas tax 
projects, 3.0%; electrical, 6.7%; and Council 
related expenses at 1.7%. All other 
expenses account for 2.8% of the overall 
operating budget.

The Recreation and Community Services 
Department will be adding two new seasonal 
positions at a cost of $52,400.  

Council will provide $20,000 to the Airials 
Active Wellness Centre to help offset 
increased rent and heating costs.

Council will invest $170,000 to hire three 
dispatchers to enhance public safety and 
protective services provided by Gander Fire 
Rescue and Gander Municipal Enforcement.  
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COUNCIL BRINGS DOWN $17M BUDGET FOR 2019
Council has approved a spending increase of $694,372. Chair of Finance and Administration, 
Brian Dove brought forward the news when announcing the 2019 Budget – totaling $17,127,039, 
on December 19th, 2018.
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$40,000 will be allocated for geotechnical 
testing of land between Memorial Drive 
East - Baird Place. If results favour 
commercial development, the preparation 
of a site plan and development concept 
will commence. 

Other increases include allocations for a 
range of items, including specialized staff 
training, promotional materials, art 
procurement program, equipment repairs/
maintenance, work on a new Adventure 
Trail system, visitor experience signage, 
seniors programming and other 
contractual services. 

BUILDING PERMITS

2018 CONSTRUCTION STATS
In 2018, the Town of Gander's Engineering 
Department issued permits, for the 
construction of new homes and businesses 
and the renovation of existing properties, in 
the amount of $40,800,000. 

There were permits issued for 24 
new homes and 5 new businesses. 
Indications are that this trend will continue 
in 2019.

SPRING CLEAN UP
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- Laurell Road
- Conrad Place
- Cooper Boulevard - Mitchell Street to Magee Road
- Wilcockson Crescent
- Widen Cooper Boulevard – Catalina Drive to Roe Avenue
- Sectional Paving

Other Major Capital 
- Replacement of Excavator
- Asphalt heater
- Replacement of pump at the Cobham Street Lift Station
- Salt Spreader Insert
- Replacement of three light vehicles
- Booster Station Mechanical Upgrades
- 20 Sets of Firefighter Bunker Gear & Washer/Extractor

MORE INFORMATION
To view complete budget documents, including the 
schedule of rates and fees for 2019, please go to 
www.gandercanada.com/yearlybudget

2019 RESIDENTIAL TAX COMPARISON 2019 SOURCES OF REVENUE AND 
EXPENDITURES

How to calculate your annual property tax bill: 
(Mil Rate x Assessed Value) /1000 + Water & Sewer = 
Annual Property Tax Bill

2019 CAPITAL PROJECTS
Core IT Infrastructure
$300,000 will be invested to replace/upgrade components of 
the core information technology infrastructure. 

Steele Community Centre Improvements
In 2019, Council will invest $612,500 in repairs and 
upgrades to the Centre including the replacement of the 
refrigeration plant’s heat exchanger. Other improvements 
will include upgrades to dressing rooms, new exterior doors 
and an upgraded wireless network. 

Multiplex and Soccer/Track Facilities
In 2018, Council commissioned the design and costing for 
two new recreation facilities, an artificial turf soccer field and 
surrounding running track and a multi-purpose complex. The 
cost is estimated to be $24.6M. Council will allocate up to 
$8.2M, contingent on securing additional funds through 
government partners. 

2019 Roads Program Projects 

Page 2



Morning Skate 
9am-10am, Monday-Friday 

General Skate 
Monday, 1pm-2pm 
Wednesday, 1pm-2pm 
Saturday, 4pm-5pm 
Sunday, 2pm-3pm 

**During tournaments this schedule may change. For the 
most up-to-date schedule please call 651-5946. 

Family Skate 
1pm-2pm, Sunday 

Shinny Hockey 
Tuesday, 12pm-1pm 
Friday, 12pm-1pm 

WINTER 2019 AT A GLANCE
Senior's Boccia
Every Tuesday, beginning on January 15th, 2019
Taking place at the Steele Community Centre Sports Hall 
of Fame every Tuesday, from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. If 
you are interested in participating in these sessions or 
would like more information, please contact Jerry Knee at 
651- 5927.

Seniors Wellness Sessions
February 7th, March 7th & April 11th, 2019
If you are interested in participating in these sessions or 
would like more information, please contact Jerry Knee at 
651-5927.

SnoDrags 
February 16th, 2019
Rain date: March 2nd, 2019
Taking place at Cobb's Pond Rotary Park, Sideways 
Motorsports' SnoDrags will be returning for another year of 
fun. There will be plenty of room for spectators and lots of 
snacks available. To register, please visit 
www.sidewaysmotorsports.ca 

SnoBreak 
February 21st-23rd, 2019
Join us for the 2019 Winter Carnival where there will be 
lots of fun family activities for all ages. For more 
information, go to www.gandercanada.com. 

Snowfari 
February 22nd-24th, 2019
Newfoundland’s biggest winter bash will take 
place from February 22nd-24th. It will be a fun weekend 
with great snowmobiling, super prizes, and live 
entertainment. For more information, please call 256-3931. 

Silver Jets Ice Show
April 13th, 2019
The Silver Jets annual end of season show will be taking 
place on April 13th, 2019 at the Steele Community 
Centre. For more information regarding the Ice Show, 
please contact the Steele Community Centre at 651-5927. 

STEELE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
SKATING/SHINNY SCHEDULE

January 12th 
March 9th 
April 13th 
April 27th 

May 25th 
June 8th 
July 13th 
August 10th

WASTE TRANSFER SITE DATES
Residents are encouraged to use the facility on McCurdy Drive 
for all household debris/items that cannot be reused, re-
purposed or recycled. The waste transfer site will be open on 
the following days in 2019: 

• All streets will be completed once per week during the
event.

• Clean-up refuse will be collected on the day of your
scheduled household garbage collection.

• Refuse must not be put out before or after the designated .
dates for the clean-up.

The complete 2019 Spring Clean Up Guide will be mailed to 
residents prior to the event. 

SPRING CLEAN UP
The annual Spring Clean Up will take place from May 6th- 
17th, 2019. The clean-up procedure is as follows: 

BUILDING PERMITS
Building permits are required for all aspects of construction, 
with the exception of painting, landscaping, and minor 
cosmetic repairs costing less than $5000. A building permit 
is your formal permission from the Town of Gander to begin 
construction, renovation, or demolition on your property and 
is necessary to ensure that provincial laws, zoning 
requirements, and fire and structural safety standards are 
met. Failure to obtain the proper permits can result in 
construction delays, legal action, and/or the removal of work 
already completed. It can also prevent sale of the property in 
the future or affect insurance coverage. The Town of 
Gander strives to promote a safe and healthy community for 
its residents and is here to provide support to anyone 
wishing to build or renovate within the town. If you have any 
questions please contact permits@gandercanada.com or 
(709) 651-5954.

TOWN OF GANDER EVENT INFORMATION
The Recreation and Community Services Department 
advertise upcoming events on their Facebook page. They 
are inviting everyone to “like” their page and participate in 
their contests held throughout the year. You never know, 
you might win a prize or two! If you are organizing an event, 
they would be happy to advertise it on their Facebook page, 
www.gandercanada.com event calendar and on our “new” 
Event TV at the Steele Community Centre. Please send the 
information to ksceviour@gandercanada.com  

September 14th 
October 12th 
November 9th 
December 14th

ATV REGULATIONS
The Town of Gander is currently reviewing it's ATV 
Regulations. The proposed changes can be found at 
www.gandercanada.com/atvregulations

ISSUE 1  //  JANUARY 2019Page 3



Page 4

Snow Clearing Parking Violations:
Obstructing of snow clearing: $107.00
Parking during the hours of midnight to 8:00 a.m.: $52.00 

A huge pile of snow is an invitation for creative children to 
construct tunnels and snow forts. Unfortunately, the largest 
snow piles are often at curbside and on street corners, 
where routine snow clearing operations can suddenly turn 
fun into tragedy. 

The priority for the Town of Gander's snow clearing crews is 
to keep roads open to vehicle traffic. Once it stops snowing, 
streets and sidewalks need to be fully cleared and roadside 
snowbanks pushed back, to make room for new snow and 
maintain lines of sight at intersections. This later clean-up is 
conducted with large snowblowers long after other snow 
clearing activity has been completed. 

Snowblowers are designed to cut as deeply as necessary 
into frozen snowbanks. While they are accompanied by 
escorts who guide operations, there can be no protection for 
children who may be hidden from view in curbside tunnels or 
snow forts. Furthermore, the sound of an approaching plow 
or snowblower may be dampened inside tunnels and snow 
forts and therefore the equipment may seem to be much 
farther away than it is.

The Town of Gander is encouraging homeowners to discuss 
these dangers with their children and to ensure that no 
tunnels or snow forts are constructed near streets or 
driveways. 

STAY INFORMED..
Visit the Town of Gander website at www.gandercanada.com 
for bylaws, regulations, Council minutes, public notices and 
more. 

To receive emergency alerts right to your e-mail, subscribe to 
our Alert Me System at www.gandercanada.com/alerts

@townofgander

The Town of Gander has an extensive snow clearing 
strategy. Frequently, crews work tirelessly around the 
clock to clear the streets and keep the roads safe. 

Winter parking restrictions are in effect from 
November 1st, up until and including April 30th, 
annually. 

During this time, no vehicle shall be parked on any street 
between midnight and 8:00 a.m., regardless of weather 
conditions, nor may any vehicle be parked such as to 
impede or interfere with snow clearing operations at any 
time of the day or night, at any time of the year. Citizens 
are also reminded that it is illegal to throw, sweep, shovel 
or place snow or ice from any private property upon any 
Town street or sidewalk, or such that it obstructs access 
to fire hydrants. 

Snow clearing regulations include Sections 23-26 of the 
Town of Gander's Traffic Regulations, which are available 
at www.gandercanada.com. 

The Town of Gander thanks residents for their patience 
and co-operation in keeping our streets and sidewalks 
clear and safe throughout the year. 

SNOW CLEARING REGULATIONS

If you have a concern about snow covering the fire hydrant on 
your lawn, Gander Fire Rescue is asking you to help keep the 
3 ft surrounding the hydrant on your property clear from snow 
and ice. The Town of Gander does have a hydrant clearing 
program, but it takes time after a snow storm to clear all 
hydrants. 

THE DANGER OF CURBSIDE SNOW FORTS

MESSAGE FROM GANDER FIRE RESCUE
Gander Fire Rescue would like to remind you to keep 
vents on your home clear of snow and ice buildup. During 
a snow storm these vents can be covered by snow and 
become blocked. Always keep your dryer vent clear, as 
heat can build up and cause your dryer to overheat or 
even catch fire. Keep your HVAC vents clear and allow the 
air to exchange. Heating systems that vent through your 
wall (propane fireplaces) should also be kept clear to 
prevent carbon monoxide from entering your home. 

Fire safety starts with you. 
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